
CT Consortium on Holocaust and Genocide Education  
Sherman Museum of Jewish Civilization,  
Mortensen Library, Univ. of Hartford 
January 25, 2012  
 
Minutes 
 

I. Meeting commenced at 4:45.  In attendance:  Avinoam Patt, Stu 
Abrams, Bob Fishman, Leslie Ricklin, Marji Shapiro, Steve 
Armstrong, Romana Primus, Ken Wolk, and Kate English.   
 
a. Celebrations:  attendees introduced themselves and provided 

quick background information 
 

b. Updates:   
 

i. Bob offered a legislative update, indicating he has 
received advice that this may not be a good year to 
advocate for mandated Holocaust and genocide 
education 

ii. Marji shared the book “Julia’s Star”, a children’s book 
published in honor of the author, a young woman 
murdered at Wesleyan University in an act of anti-
Semitism   

iii. Ken is joining us from Long Island, NY.  He had attended 
the summit in Vermont. 

iv. Kate announced that she will be relocating to the 
Washington, DC area as of July, 2012.   
 

II. Old Business 

a. The group acknowledged that the summit notes provided on the 
blog page in June were accurate. 
 

b. Blog site 

i. Review of upcoming events (three posted to blog):   
1. CT Consortium member Marlene W. Yahalom, 

Director of Education American Society for Yad 



Vashem, offers an invitation to a workshop to take 
place on Sunday, March 3, 2012. 

2. The new date for the Holocaust and Middle East 
Teacher Workshop hosted by the University of 
Hartford’s Greenberg Center for Judaic Studies is 
Monday, February 13, (originally scheduled for 
October 31, 2011). 

3. The travel opportunity to Poland sponsored by the 
JFEC had to be cancelled due to lack of enrollment.  

4. NERC conference coming up in Sturbridge the 
week of April 3, 2012 

5. Statewide observance of Yom Hashoah at the 
Capital on Friday, April 20 at 11:00 am.  Bob noted 
that teachers from the Bridgeport area are 
especially encouraged to participate due to the 
focus of this year’s commemoration.  

6. E-mail from Joanne Rudof: Fortunoff Archive is 
“marking thirty years at Yale on Oct. 21, 2012 with 
an all-day seminar to which everyone is invited –
open to all teachers as well.”  Details shared re:  
agenda and speakers.  

 
ii. E-mail subscription button 

1. Kate will provide the link for the blog site in the e-
mail with minutes, including a request that members 
sign up for e-mail notifications to maximize usage of 
site 

 
iii. Suggestions for improvement  

1. Avi will work with Kate to make sure the Google 
Calendar feature is more user friendly.   

2. Discussion of creation of a separate “public” space 
as a clearing house for information 

a. Kate will explore “Weebly” as a resource to 
create the website 

3. Desire for specific sections, including: 
a. Active calendar 
b. Speaker’s Bureau 
c. Connections 
d. Resources 



e. Training 
f. Curriculum 
g. Discussion forums 
h. Travel opportunities 

 
III. New Business 

a. Proposal from Alan Marcus via e-mail: 
“I'd be happy to host a Holocaust education workshop here at 

UConn as our next major event.  My suggestion is that it target 
pre-service teachers (and perhaps beginning teachers).  If we do a 
one-day workshop I'm sure we could attract enough pre-service 
teachers to make it worthwhile. 

I can get the facilities for free so the only costs are materials 
and food. There are of course lots of details to work out, but this 
might get the ball rolling.  I would be happy to do half of the day on 
using film to teach the Holocaust.” 
  

i. Romana expressed concerns about pre-service teachers 
having a solid knowledge base on Holocaust history 
before exploring film interpretations of the events, and 
that the film portion therefore not be the central theme of 
the day 

ii.  Members concurred and clarified that Alan’s intent would 
appear to be offering a session on the topic within a 
greater workshop context 

iii. Discussion of stratified sessions for pre-service, 
beginning, and inclusion of experienced teachers. Other 
sessions might include evaluation/recommendation of 
online resources, Shoah Foundation’s I Witness program.  

iii. Discussion of the desires overall for next steps, including 
the “next major event”.   

 

b. Next steps 

i. Discussion of leadership and administration as Kate is 
departing.   

1. Suggested that a shared responsibility between Avi, 
Alan, and Linda would serve the group well.  Need 
for further discussion, as all parties not present 



ii. “Next Major Event” 
1. Group desires to hold another summit this 

coming June, to refine vision of organization and 
its mission. 

2.  Questions about: 
a. Connection 
b. Events 
c. Sub-groups for specific study/planning  

3. Request for input from the USHMM:  Is it possible 
for Pete to return and facilitate? 

4. Desire to have conversation around a theme in 
Holocaust education, similar to last year’s 
conversation about the nature of Holocaust and 
genocide education.   

5. Discussion of Thane Rosenbaum as possible 
speaker? 

 
IV. Adjourn at 6:00 

 


